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On Sept. 21, President Rafael Calderon publicly defended the country's system of requiring all
reporters to secure a license from the Colegio de Periodistas and denied that the measure in any way
restricts press freedoms. Obligatory licensing of journalists has long been criticized by some media
groups in Costa Rica and by organizations such as the Inter-American Press Society (Sociedad
Interamericana de Prensa, SIP) as a measure which infringes on the right to freedom of expression.
According to current Colegio president Ufran Garcia, over the past 20 years the system of obligatory
licensing has not resulted in a single case of blocking freedom of expression. Garcia added that "the
enemies" of the Colegio "haven't passed up a single opportunity to accuse us of repressing freedom
of speech and of the press...Costa Ricans are witness to the fact that the Colegio has never been used
as an instrument to close down a media outlet or to send a reporter to jail." Costa Rica's Colegio de
Periodistas was founded 23 years ago. (Source: Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news
service EFE, 09/21/92)
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